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~Creativity Understood~ 

A dynamic community that celebrates 
and supports the Arts 

 

Red Deer Arts Council and Red Deer Public Library  
are excited to present 

 

How Does Your Garden Grow? 
Mixed Media by Margaret Hall 

 

running until January 6 to February 27, 2022 
in the Red Deer Arts Council’s Kiwanis Gallery. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 
Mixed Media, 2021 
Margaret Hall wearing her creation.  
Photograph by Dean Ward of High View Photo 

July 
Mixed Media, 2021 
Margaret Hall wearing her creation. 
Photograph by Dean Ward of High View Photo 

 

First Friday Red Deer Opening 
January 7th from 5:30 – 7:30 pm 

 

Library / Gallery Viewing Hours:  

Mon – Thurs: 10 am – 8 pm 

Fri: 12 pm – 5 pm 

Sat: 10 am – 3 pm | Sun: Closed 

  

 

Join the Red Deer Arts Council as a member for 2022! 
Use the next page to become a member or go to our 
website and join (and even donate!) there! 
https://www.reddeerartscouncil.ca/join-the-arts-
council/become-member 
 
Art Speaks Workshops 

 

https://www.reddeerartscouncil.ca/join-the-arts-council/become-member
https://www.reddeerartscouncil.ca/join-the-arts-council/become-member
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Six decades of living define Mike Szabo’s folk music 
 

If you listen long enough to enough people, you can’t help but have something interesting to say. 
“I’ve always been a quiet guy. I’ve always been a listener,” says Red Deer singer/songwriter Mike Szabo. 

A late bloomer in the music industry, Szabo has been listening to, watching 
and experiencing six decades of life happening, which has led to a profusion 
of thoughtful music. Since getting serious about it a few years ago, he’s 
written more than 50 songs on subjects from love to death, raising children 
to (almost) losing children, immigrant experiences, living in Alberta, work 
crises, health crises – subjects as obscure as fetal alcohol spectrum disorder. 
Listening has also helped Szabo write the tunes. He can structure a folk song 
in a couple of days, relying on instincts from decades of playing artists like 
Jackson Browne and Bonnie Raitt. 
“I know what a good song sounds like, because I’ve been attracted to them 
my whole life,” he says. “When I write, I have that cadence.” 
So what took so long? He’s been playing guitar since his teens, with 
countless campfire performances – although with other people’s songs. 
Perhaps part of the delay was the trauma from entering a talent contest in 
his early 20s, which he notes obliquely were his party days.  

“I failed miserably. Like, it was embarrassing, literally.” 
The catalyst for his career change happened just over five years ago, when his 28-year marriage ended. His 
nephew, Justin Rindal, called him out to his studio for some “guitar therapy,” then coaxed Szabo onto open-
mike stages as the duo Woodstuck. He recalls one night seeing local musicians Curtis Phagoo and Levi Cuss – 
now friends with whom he’s performed – and deciding that night on his new career. 
“I was just enthralled.” 
In 2019 Szabo quit his 24-year career selling RVs to concentrate on music – although he has returned as shop 
foreman to help support his recording habit. He released his first album, Take My Heart, in 2020 and is planning 
a second album soon with his producer, Heath West. 
The local music community has been extremely supportive, Szabo 
says, and he even found his new wife, Katy, at the open mikes. A 
country music performer who has recorded in Nashville, Katy has 
occasionally performed with Szabo, and is unsurprisingly 
supportive of his turn toward music. 
Szabo’s been getting positive support from listeners too. He’s had 
impassioned and touching responses to his songs that have 
converged with others’ experiences, even if album sales aren’t 
high yet. 
“I don’t want to be rich and famous,” he says, “I just want to be 
able to support myself with music now, and I believe that’s 
possible.” 
Music isn’t the only art in his life, though. More than a decade ago, 
Szabo picked up a paint brush and became addicted. Many lessons 
later, he became an impressionist painter. In January he and his 
daughter Elyse Szabo will have a joint art and stage show at the Velvet Olive. Elyse had already done that solo 
when she was a teenager, with Mike following suit more recently. 
“I was kind of following in my daughter’s footsteps.”  
Now they have the exciting opportunity to do so together and share the same stage.  
“Hopefully not for the last time,” he says.                 (Follow Mike on Spotify via QR code.) 

Mike Szabo’s first album, Take My Heart, 
has been submitted by his producer Heath 

West to the Juno’s for consideration – a first 
for West. 

Mike Szabo has performed on numerous stages around 
Central Alberta and hopes to tour folk clubs around Alberta 
in the next year. (Photo contributed by Robin Byrnes.) 


